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ENGAGING WAY TO SEE THE "REAL"” BRUSSELS...

SMALL TOWNS,
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As the copital of the European Union, Brussels revels inits newstature as.a power
player, reparts on a city buzzingwith politics, cultyre, and nightlife

The continual arrival of delegations from the 25
member states of the Eurepean Unicn, from Ireland
10 Greece, has predictably upped the demand for
hatel rooms and cultural experiences In Brussels.
Thnni_dul\x anabundance of hotels have opened to
liandle the flow, and the city teems with museums.
Iva classic Art Nouveau bullding with ornate iron
terraces, the Musical Instruments Museum, on the
rue Montagne de la Cour, has everything from primi-
tive drums to the saxophone, which was invented by
the Belgian Adolphe Sax in the (8405, There are reg-
ular concerts and a rooftop restaurant with terrific
views (mimfzovbe), Much of Belgium's wealth comes
from the Congo, which didn't become independant
untll 1960. The Royal Museum for Central Africa,

in the suburb Tevuren, still reflects changing views

of colonialism (africamuseum.be). The Bibliotheca
Wittockiana, a family llbrary of rare and ancient
books on the rue du Bémel, has the largest private
bookbinding collection in the world (wittocidana
org). The Atomium, built for Expo ‘58, explores
the evelution of technology (atomium.be).

At Léopold Park, the Eurapean Parliament, with
its two buildings of stee| and glass, bears a closer re-
semblance to a modern banking complex than ta the
grand halls of Capitol Hill Inside, the corridors bustle

with committee hearings and meetings over espresso
and cigarettes, while in rows of glass-enclosed booths
the proceedings are translated into each of the EU's
20 offcial languages (europarl.europa.eu).

Artist Valéry Lippens's original “sound walks,"
D¥tours, are an engaging way to sec the ‘real” Brus-
sels. These narrated tours of public and sometimes
private places offer interviews with residents, shop-
kaopers, and cultural figures, such as the Belgian jazz
musician Toots Thielemans. The best in English are
the walks in the historic Marolles and in the ancient
city center around the Grand Place (d-tours.org; $9).

The country code for Belgium is 32; when in Befgiurn,
hawever, add o zero before the local number. Prices quot-

ed are for August 2006.

Book well in advance, and include a weekend,
Q when rates generally drop. Among the nicest
places tostay is the quict, elegant Hotel Amigo. Ina
former jal off the Grand Place, it has sleek furniture,
Art Decolighting, and prints of classic Belgianart
(2-547-4747; roccofortehorels.com; doubles, $280~
$306). An old mansion above the Grand Place, Le
Dixseptidme gives a taste of aristocratic Brussels.
Its traditional wing is a warren of suites, cozy attics

Lodging
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